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Wnited States Engineer @fice.

d@y Qfosd Ha, varch 24, 1898

Brie. Gen, John M wilson,

Chief of Fngin2iTs, U S. A,

washington, M. C.

General:-

In Teply to Nepartment 1etter of March 19, 1898, I have the
honor to say thal 1n the report of the Board of Fnoineers dated De-
cember 27, 1897, modifying the project for the Artillery nefense of
Key West, it 1S stated that " 2 strong rapid fire armament should be
provided to replace the revaTse fire of tﬁe guan 11ift over the north-
west passage“, which reverse fire was done away with when the project
was modified by the substitution of two 12-inch guns on disappearing
carriages, for two 12-inch guns on 1ifts.

There arc two possible 1ocations from which this rapid fire ar-
mament could brTing the fire desired, viz., ¥Fort Taylor and the North
Battery. The one in Fort Ta&lor would not be practicable until the
modifications proposed for that work are carried out. As to the loca-
tion at the North Battery atiention is invited to my letter of Mavrch

19th, in which it is recommanded that three 8-inch converted rifles

e



pe mounted at the North Battery.

The only fire that at present can Dbe brought to bear on the south-
ern channels 1s that of the guns in Fori Taylov. g0 far as distant
defense 18 concaerned these Cuns nay be neglected. They would however,
e effective at short Tange arainst counterminers and unarmored VES-
sels.

(ne objectlon to locating the 8-inch converted rifles jn posi-
{ions fyrom which they wonld overlook the southern channels was that
peing pbarbette NS and slow £iT1Ng, they could not be gserved against
3 serious attack made on them from 2 distance. The same objection
would not hold in the case of A.V-inch R, F. guns on balance pillar of
other mounts that afforded the means of withdrawing the gunsfrom a

. _ ka\c
fire to which N ould not successfully reply.
1 should therefore recommend that the two R F. guns in question

(Vv g

pe mounted gg_thg right f1ank of tgghpattery now constmicting. The

followlng disadvantages attac£z to this 1ocation-

1, It is close to a battery»of high power guns, (mimeograph No.
16 p. % 1ast paragraph). The attending danpgetr to magazines could be
obviated bY supplying additional coverT,

2, The R ¥, uns cannot b€ gerved while the filank 10-inch gun
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1s firing to the east of Fort Taylor, 1. @ up ihe North-west channel.
Following are the advantag2s of the location:-
1. It covers all the sguthern channels of approach, except the

southern part of the ‘south-east channel.

5. Tt brines a close fire on the narrowest part of the main chan-
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3. Ope gun w111 flre 1ﬁ\thewd1reot10n of—ihe North-west channel
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(except when the 10 1nch qqn on thP rlﬁht flank ‘of the high power bat-
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. tery is being fired xn‘that direotlgq.)'::'--qt:
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4, Ifzihe;hdqbivpermlts of‘all arouhd flre, these puns will fur-
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nlsh a otronp dpf@nsi 3”&1D5t\| 1and attack on the high power battery,
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as they w1ll §weﬂp the annle»betweqn rliné draww to the left flank of
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the hiﬁh :power battery and one drawn northerlg tanpent to the shore
line. : *

Very respcectfully,

Your obedient secrvant,
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18t indorsament.

1

®ffice Shief of Gnginverd,
U, S. 2KMY, -

i March 30, 1898.
wmm@QOdﬁcwww.dodwwumn to Lieu-
tenant Eomuumawa.waro.um informed
that the drawings for the 4,72 "

rapid-fire gun mounts which are
expected daily have not yet arriv-
ed from abroad, but it isibeliev-
ed that the guns will have ship
mounts and will not be withdraw-
able. It-is inferred.from Lieu-
tenant McKinstry's arguments that
in this case he will prefer to
mount them at or near- the:North
Battery. .To save the time that
would necessarily be oceupied. in
the return of this paper and its
subsequent reference to.The Board
of Engineers as contemplated by
the project, ﬁumndmsmsﬁ McKinstry
{s authorizéd -to definitely select
a location for these guns which
he deems best under the circum-
stances. . Drawings of the mount
and other necessary information
will be sent as soon as possible.
To be returned.. :

Drig. Ger. Wilson:
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Carptain, Corpe of Engincere.
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2d, Indorsement.
U. S. Engineer Office,
Key West, Fla.,
April 4, 18898,

Respectfully returned to
the Chief of Engineers, U
S, Army,

N WY o
1st. Lt., Corps of Engrs, )

f



Subject : P. 0. Drawer 831,
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Wuited States Lugineer @ffice.

d@% Dfosd Hz, spril 1, 1898,

Brig., Gen, John M. Wilson,
Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army,

Washington, D. C.
General:-

I have the honor to state that immediately upon receipt of
Department letter of March 19, 1898, subject, Mounting of two 4.7-inch
R F. quns, I began making efforts to secure concrete materials, Con-
crete materials will also be required for the platforms for 8-inch
converted rifles soon to be begun. So far I have been unable to make
any arrangenments whatever for obtaining broken stone.

on top of the land front of Martello Tower No. 2, are about 10000
bricks which were probably left over in the construction of the work
and were placed in their present position o assist in draining the
roof when the sand cover should have been placed, On the reservation
are about 15,000 or 20,000 bricks presumably left over from the con-
struction of Fort Taylor. All of these bricks have been exposed to
the weather for thirty years or more and few if any are fit for use as

bricks. I would therefore ask authority to break up these bricks and



1=2-1
to use them in making concrete needed in constructions for the de fense
of this place.

1 would state furthermore that in my opinion a certain part of
the land front of Martello Tower No. 7, could advantareously be pulled
down and that this action would be in the direction of the changes in
this tower recommended by the Board of Fngineers in 1ts report of
April 3, 1894,

Inviting attention to the accompanying tracing, the part referred
to lies between the letters A" and "B", and consists of the outer
wall, the roof and the upper part of the rear wall between “AY and "B

The heaviest fire that could by any possibility be brought
apainst this portion of the jand front, would be that of field guns or
corresponding funs 1anded from ships. Any provision made for resist-
ing such fire, or for emplacement s for the machine guns and musketry
fire recommended by the Board, would necessarily involve either the
covering with sand or the demolition of the parts I now propose to
tear down, The rear wall ought I think tc be left standing to refer-
ence 1R, to form a parapet wall, in front of which sand could be plac-

ed and behind it a banquette for musketry and emplacements for machine

guns.
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I would therefore ask anthority to”tear'down between the points
lndicatéd on the tracing, éhe front wall} the'roof and that part of
the rea; wail which stands above-referencé 12, and to use the bricks
so obtained in any constructions that may be directed for the defense
of this place; this work of demolition to begin with the roof and

front wall and, to be carried on only so fast as will supply the bricks

1mmediately required.

As I have as yet no means*pf"making blue prints, I.would ask that
i - I < ) : ;
two blue prints of the accompanying tracing: be sent me for the files

B
t

of”thisloffice.

-

. Very respectfully,

1

: Your obedient servant,

- - . Y .
1st. Lieut,, Corps of Engineers, U’ S. A

( 1 inclosure, tracing in sep. package.)
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- 1st Hmmowmmamuﬁ.

owwuom owumw~ow mnmuSmmwm.

. - U S, Army,

April 7, 1898.
mmmwmoa&swww dwazwumm approved.
The two dwzm w&wnam requested

are sent in’separate package.
This paper to be returned.

&m‘ggazm :\. h]m Gen. ﬂ\&&?

24968 - <
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2 blue prints of inclo. 4 T :
in sep. roll. = - -

fé?m%ﬂ.@%e ,&é/ },fy ,2

2d. Hbmoﬂmmamuﬁ.Jv :
~U. S. Engineer ommwmm :
xm% West; Fla.,
may >@apH Hm.\W¥@m
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Chief of Engineers, U mai.év
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