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Subject: Batteries on Conanicut Island,- plat, section,é&c.

W. $. Engincer Gffice,

Ghrepiett, TG &, octover 3, 1900.

Brig. Gen. John M, wilson,
chief of Engineers, U. S. Army,
Washington, D. C.

v

General.

FavEUTTIG Y nong T o submit~hercwith,plat-of-propexrty
recently acquired on Conanicut Island for fortification purposes,
and: 0 recommend that the batteries which are to be built on this
land under the appfo?ed'project of 1897 be arranged as indicated.
A section through the bgtteries is also inclosed.
> ' On zceount’ of restricted front it is necessary to give
%hq ma;ious emplacements the minimum length of crest, to make the
batteries without interyals, end to finish off the west end of the
io-inch battery by a wall; this last is not objectionable, however,
‘as it is not exposed tco fire. A concrete wall is also contemplat-
ed instead of an eaffh slope on the west of the battery of 2 6-inch
guns; there is but 'little earth available for embankment and the
concrete will be cheaper,— it is not exposed to hostile fire.

Very respectfully,
Your cobedient servant,
N 2%

Major; Corps of Engineers,U.S.A,
2 inclos.in sep.roll.

Through Col. ¢. L. Gillespie,
Corps of Engineers,U.S.A.,

———
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1st ...ndursencent.

NORTH EAST DIVISION

ENGINEER  OFFICE,
New York. - Oct. 15, 1900,

Respectfully forwarded to the
chief. of Enginsers,.concurring
in the views of the District

Officer.

Colonel, Corps of Engineers,
o Division Engineer. -
159-1900.

.Inclos.-1 (b.p.) & 2

ﬂnwwv sep.

24 indorsement.
©ffice Chief of Crgineers, -

U, 5. ARNY,

October 18, 1900.

Respectfully returned to Major
Goethals.

The 6-inch guns will have to be
on pedestal mounts, probably, as
no more 6-inch disappearing gun
carriages are proposed under any
circumstances. The 12-inch guns
will probably have to be on non-
disappearing carriages, (1) as
they are not included in any list
of armament yet sent to the Ord-
nance Department, (2)&as the
height above tide water is such as
to probably lead, under present
circumstances, to the use of non-
disappear ing mounts, and (3) as
the recent action of the Board of
Ordnance and Fortification may

iprevent the construction of any

E

.&d. . indorsement.
NCRTH EAST DIVISION

ENGINEER  OFFICE,

New York, Oct. 20, 1900,

‘disappearing carriages not already
covered by contracts.

Two of the 10-inch guns will be
on disappearing mounts, as they
are already listed to the Ordnance
| Department. The third falls in
the same category as the 12-inch
f guns. ‘

The land is still subject to
certain easements, unless the court
has recently acted (of which this Colonel, Corps of Engineers,
office is not informed). These Division Engineer.
,mmmmEdem prevent the erection up- 159-1900.
ion the land of smith shops,. steam Inclos.,
mmbmwumm. furnaces, etec.

In recent discussions by the
Artillery on the’effect- of height
tof gun on danger - space of trajec-
tory, the great desirability of
having the rapid-fire guns mounted
as low as possible has been forci-
bly brought out, especially for

the lighter calibers. Might it The change in the mounts
not be possible to put the 15- will give greater intervals be-

pounders nearer the water, in the |[tWeen the batteries, but fronm
southeast corner of the lot; so the nature #f the ground their
that they would be ‘considerably elative positions could not
screened from the concussion of e advantageously changed,
the heavy guns behind by the small court has not yet acted on the
hill? This would permit a little easements, but I am informed by
less crowding in the main line of {the U. S, District Attorney that
batteries. Ferneae e will endeaver to have action
Until the eaSements on the res- taken during the present ses-
ervation are removed, no actual ion of the court, probably in
work can be done on the ground, iovember. In the meantime,to
and there is thus ample time to = PXpedite matters and to begin
investigate such questions. 7ork as soon as possible, I
These papers to be returned. hought it advisable to prepare
Ly wrdir cf the- « . : Plans and estimates for the

e
Aeting Chicf-of Engineers: w0 10-inch emplacements called
or by Dept. letter of May 16,
800, (E.D.File No,35213) but

Respactfully returned to Major
Goethals, inviting attention to
2d indorsenment.

nmummwawxmwwv“auwxwyr\i

1 & 2 sep.

4th indorsement.
U. 8. Engineer Office,
Newport, R I.
Octc. 22,1900,

| mmmbmaawsHH< returned to the
Chief Of Engineers, U. S. A,

The

efore doing so the battery had

! Sicleq, [amd 2L Major, Corps of Engineers

VCti o gy ek Zopl 2 ST,




to be located.ang this involvea fose the site where three are showAg
%hebsites for all the armament on the plan. !
0 be placed on Conanicut. The 7 -7 g
land owned by the U. S, is noth- QﬁZ}é&?%ggg;chéoa{éf :
ing but rock cliffs covered with R ' 7
a thin layer of eartn at deepest Major Og Engineers.
not exceeding two feet, ang for Through the Div.Engineer, il
the greater part not mors than Northeast Division. S
one foot. To place the 15-pound- INelos. 1 & 2 in sep.roll. '
ers in the southeast corner of Vel 2L XD Rekh.23,1900
the reservation, and at the same . - 7 i
time tc screen them from the con— 5@h""”””“””””' '
cussion of the heavy guns in rear, NORTH EAST DIVISION
would require cutting out of a ENGINEER OFFICE, :

considerable quantity of roek and
building the paiapet entirely of )
rock and concrete; moreover,with | - :

the battery so located, its fire Chﬁggpggtﬁgéiﬁegﬁg?”ned RO
to the east would be limited by An increase of the rapid-fire
the knoll just east of the reser- armament is most desirable; but,
vation end the objections to the as 1t will require the purchase
location of the l5-pounders at of additional
Fort Wetherill, raised during the be ‘considered at thi
Naval marouevres, would apply witl 1t .44 raspectfully recommended
greater force here. The knoll that the rapid-fire armament con-
to the east of the reservation tained in the adopted project
would make a better site for 15- be emplaced as sarly as practi-
pounders, but the excessive cost cable, and that' the sites for

of land does not warrant purchas- thaege and the H,.P, guns, recom-
ing it, in my opinion, when the mended in the within report of
+land already. owned can accommo— October 3rd, be approved.,

date all the batteries, though at i ’,

a greater elevation, It may be Cij; e>2££cz%¢44/4£;:>
found "advisable and necessary. to af/,

increase the rapid-fire armament, Colonel, Corps of Engineers,

New York, Oct. 23, 1900, i

8 time.

in which case more land will be - Division Engineer,
needed, hence this portion of the 169-1900, ‘ ﬁ
Droposed arrangemsht may be omit-— i-Inclos. 1 & 2 sep.

ited for. the present, and the orig-
iinal recommendation modified, so
%as to apply only to the location
of the-tw0.10-inch guns on disap-
rearing mounts which it is.recom- .
‘ﬁended to place on the west.flagk :

" peco, ofFice cier oF enars. Q0T 24 1300

land, it need not '~

2
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6 th .indoresmient.
Office Shief of Bngineers,

U, S, ARMY,

October 25, 1900.

Respectfully returned.

The arrangement of batteries,
as contained in the within re-
port of October 3, 1900, is ap-
proved. As soon as plans and es-
timates are ready and approved
1 for the two 10-inch guns on dis-
- appearing mounts and for the two
. 15~-pounders on balanced-pillar
mounts, funds will be allotted,
if the easements are then re-
moved.

These papers to be returned.

By command of Brig. Gen. Wilsona

Tt VS N

Major, Corps of Engincers,

£ bod w0V Ved Bl 3 4 A

36997
i Inclos.l & 2 in sep. roll,

Tlrough Col. G. L. G1LLESPIE,
Corps of Engincers,
Division Engincer, Northeast Nivision,

LoiT2ef Qet=26, ig o,
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Tth ntorsement.

NORTH EAST DIVISIOIN

ENGINEER OFFICE,
New York, Oct. 26, 1200,
Respectfully returned to Major

Goethals, inviting attention to
6th indorsement.

L BIN

Colonel, Corps of Engineers,

Division Engineer.
1569-1900,

Inclos. 1 & 2 sep.
8th indorsement.

~U. S. Engineer Office,
Newport,R.I,.,October 30,

1900,

Respecifully returned to
he ch%gf of Enélneers U, S,
ery, e neces8ary redord
having been made.

G /i e oy

Major, Corps ofBuglucers, U. 5. A.
Inclos.l & 2 in sep.roll.

26997

Thro!
Col.G.L.Gillespie,
Corps of Engineers,U,S.A
Div.Engr.,N.E.Division.
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9th

I‘ Jrpicloe sy o 2tt

| NORTH EAS{ DIVISION

l. ENGINEER OFFIGE, .
.1 ‘New York, Oct. 31, 1900.

|

|

Raspectfully returned to the |
Chief of Engineers. |

Colonel corps of Engineers,

1nclos. 1 &2 SQP

|
1} 159-1900 e
, gggo.ox-‘ncacmstr OF ENGRS. 'NO\] 1 1908

Di islon anineer.“._ \
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Subject: Plans & estimates- 10" and 15-pdr.batteries,Conanicut 1d.
V. $. Tugincer @ffice,

Qheapiatt, 7G. &, Novenber 14, 1800,

Brig. Gen. John M, Wilson,
¢hief of Engineers, U. 3. Army,
washington, D. C,
General:

I have the honer to submit, herewith for approval plans
and estimates for the construction of two emplacements for 10-inch
guns on disappearing carriages and for two emplacements for 15-
pounder rapid-fire guns,- these emplacements to occupy the sites
on Gonanioﬁ; Island approved by the Chief of Engineers under date
of October 25, 1900, (F.M.36997.)

The site of the two batteries is rock and material for

outer slopes of embankments must be purchased and hauled to the

)
({2

siteq/}oé%%her with the long haul for all material ,considerably
increase the cost. The present road is in very bad condition at
places and the existing road must be extended to reach the batteries;
for this an item is included in the estimates. Of the amount estimat.
ed for the 10-inch emplacements $6,525,00 are applicable to all the

works to be built on the land purchased.

It is understood that no work of construction is to be

undertaken until after settlement of the legal matters now pend—

»

ing. 4
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Estimate for Fmplacements for two 10-inch Disappearing
Rifles.

. —
Pemporary bulildings, $ 500,00
Dock, repairs to outer end, piles, wood floor,&C., 1,500.00
Road, 1 mils, 3,000,00
Permanent water main, 6 in, to Jamestown gystem, 1,500.00
2 in. galvanized water pipe to battery, through rock, 400,00
10-in. main sewer, through rock, 375,00
Drainege system of battery, through rock, 425,00
Excavation, seamy granite, 8140 ocu.yds. @ $1.75 14,245.00
Embankment, ‘material to pur-

chase, 6600 cu.yds. ® 1.00 6,600,00
Sod,material to purchase, 5250 sq.yds. @ 0.55 2,887 .50
Portland concrete,low grade 3435 cu.yds., @ 7.50, 25,762,50
Portland concrete, high grade 2425 cu.yds. @ 9,00 21,825,00
Portland facing, including

trowel finish, 603 cu.yds. @ 15,00 9,045.00
Forms, 3,200,00
Gun Anchor, Ring bolts,é&c., 5000 1bs. @ .04 200,00
Speaking tubes and fixtures, 200,00
Telephone «to dock, 250,00
conduit, junction boxes, fixtures built in concrete, 1,700,00
Waterproofing, _ 2300 sq.yds. @ $1.00 2,300.00
Doors, hinges, locks, &c., 33 ® 60.00 1,980,00
Folding gates, 24 ® 35.00 840,00
Steel I beams, 50000 1bs. ®@ .03 1,500.,00
Lifts, electric chain, 2 @ 1500,00 3,000,00
Ladders, 4 @ 25.00 100,00
Hand rails, 310 ft. ® 1.75 542,50
Trolleys, 350 ft. @ 2.25 787 .50
Latrine, 1,000,00
Repair, mounting & maintenance of plant, 3,500.00
Mounting guns, 2,500.00
Cranes, 4 400.00

$111,065.00

contingencies, Ehgineering, &c., 10% 11,106.50

Total, $122,171.50

Estimate for emplacements for two 15-pdr. R. F. guns on balanced
pillar mounts .

i

Excavation, 1420 cu.yds., © $1.75 2,485.00
Embankment, 2500 cu.yds. @ 1.00 2,500,00
Sod, 1630 sq.yds. @& 0.55 896,50

Forwarded, ¥ 5,881.50
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: Brought forward, $ 5,881.50
conerete, Portlend No.3 410 cu.yds. @ § 9.50 3,895,00
; concrete, Portland No.l 165 cu,yds. @ 11,00 1,815.00
concrete, Portland facing, 60 cu.,yds. 8 15,00 900,00
Asphalt, 840 sq.ft. @ 0.15 126.00
I beams, 3050 1bs. ] 0.04 122.00
Railing, iron, 45 fb. @ 1.80 81,00
Doors & fittings, 3 @ 50.00 150,00
Drains & ventilators, 150,00
Electric wiring & speaking tubes, 250,00
Hauling & mounting guns and mounts, 49,50
: $ 13,420,00
Engineering & contingencies, 10% 1,342.00
Total, $ 14,762.00

Very respectfully,
" Your obedient servant,
N
Major: corps of Engineers, U.S.A.

2 inelos. in sep. roll.

Through

Col.G.L.Gillespie”
/
corps of Engineers, U.S.A.,

TR T gy glon T Bngineer, N.E.Diviedon.
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Division Engineer ©
- {Division,with
“=fsonal remarks

u.,m.n Cmlarserntent,

NORTH EAST DIVISION
ENGINEER .Oﬂm_Om.. )

Zmr{ J\OW_A. ..ZOAN. Hmn H@OO-

Respectfully forwarded to
the Chief of Engineers. ;
By direction of Colonel
in his absence.

181-1900.
Inclos. 1 & 2

(trs) sep.

2d indorsement.

@ffice @hief of Eugineers,

U. 8. ARMY,
November 20,1900.

Respectfully returned to Col.
.1,.Gillespie, Corps of Engineers, :

Brig. Gon., Clilef of Bngineers,
U. 8. Army

34, ...t raciend.

NORTH EAST DIVISION |

ENGINEER OFFICE. .
New York, Nov, 22, 1900,

. Respectfully returned to the
Chief of Engineers, recommended.
for approval., The plans appear
to conform to  the pypigel.draws,’ -
ings. : fep R - L
L Regarding the .15-pdr.shattery,
it is to be.noted-that,on gogount!
o0f. the glape of.hhga,natugad suf--
face: gaw% Ieft flank,the cone!
crate work will.rest sin pact on.

(3

; .

£ the Northeast:
request for his: per-:

and mMWMMMMWMNMH”m.Vh

the sfome £i1ling. " g% worits

 Colonel, Corps of Enginesrs,"”
8 1 .. Divisiomr Engindery
£E181-1900, . FEZ

JOFFI : J

4th indorsemicond.
®ffice Thief of Lugineers,

U. 8. AllMY,
November 24, 1900.

RV R A S R A

meree,

Respectfully returned to Mas.
Goethals.

s On November 9,1900, a provi-
igional allotment of $100,000 was
fhade for the two 10-inch gun em-
ﬂmwmomamsﬂm. and a provisional al-
lotment of: $12,000 was made for
§the 15-pdr. rapid-fire guns. .
hese allotments were provisional,
only} till the drawings were ap-
roved by the Chief of Engineers.
The drawings and estimates

lJor

-

are now approved, and addit
allotments of $22,500 for t
inch B.L.R. emplacements, &

-$3,000 for the 15-pdr. empl

e b oot o

are hereby made from the ap
ation for "Gun and.Mortar B
ies," for construction of g
mortar. batteries, Ac¢t o
1900.°° -~ . ' m..w n.zw

~Tri deing work under.the
lotments, care must be exer
avoldsany+infractions of th
ments on the land, t111 the
of the court removipg.the é
in question is redeived.

Separate reports and m
statements-:should be made f
10-inch emplacements, and f
15-pdr . emplacements.

When such record as ma
necessary has been made the
Wm%m.i»HH be returned to th

ce.

By command of Brig. Gen. Wilso

Bores V' (4

e Major, Corps of Eny

26997
4.

Inclos. 5 & 6 in sep. roll.

Through Col. 6. L. "GI1LLESPIE,
Corps of Engineers,
Division Engineer, Northeast Niv

§ Q\\?\ =9, \\2.
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Subject: Carriages-10"gun emplacements,Conanicut Island,R,I.

W, S, Engincer Gffice,

6/605%%/,’ % &), January 21, 1902,

Brig. Gen. G, L. Gillespie,
chief of Engineers, U. S. Army,
ﬁashington, D, C.
General:

1. Under dates of November 9th and @4h, 3900, allotments
were made for the construction of two 10-inch gun emplacements
féf guns on disappearing carriages, model 1896, to be constructed
on Conanicut Island, near Forti Wetherill,R.1.

3, Under date of July 16, 19801, an allotment was made for
the construction of one additional 10-inch gun emplacement on Co-
nanicut Island, to be mounted on disappearing gun carriage and
the plans provided for a carriage of limited fire, model 1896.

By indorsement dated office Chief of Engineers, U. 5. Army, August
16, 1901, E.D.F.M.No, 38652-2, I am advised that"this emplacement
"should be so constructed as to readily permit modification to
"adapt it 10 receive the model 1800 pifle without cutting of the
'masonry of the parapet, " and subsequently by 1st indorsement on
E.D.F.M.N0o,38653-8, that this emplacement is to be constructed for
disappéaring gun ocarriage, model of 1901.

3, By lst indorsement on 1etter from the Chief of Ordnance,
dated April 17, 1901, £.D.F.M,No,26128-52, I am advised that one
10~inch dissppearing carriage; linmited fire, model 1896, No.72, iz
40 be issued to the Ordnance Officer at Fort Wetherill,R.1., and

information is desired whether suitable arrangements can be made

i



TTee e s uAWL Y GO Il
-

A

to receive it. This requisition is for one carriage, but I am led
to believe from the indorsement that the two carriazes are to be
1896 model.

4, From the foregoing, it is understood that two of these
10-inch gun emplacements are to be built for carriages, model 1896,
and the other one, from funds allotted under the act of March 1,
1901, is to be built Por a disappearing carriage, model 1901, If
I be in error, I have the honor to requeat that I be advised.

Very respeotfully,
Your obedient servant,
\45//:(/)//(/ , /’,{/ff,-z {
Major, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A
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ZmﬁWOWﬁ“ R. I..
Jan. 21l. 190=2.
_ Goethals, ‘
Llajor Geo. V. W

Referring to the construction
of 10" gun emplacements on Conan-
icut Id., understands that two of

- these 10" gun emplacements are . to
be built wo% omwwwmmmm model 1898
and the other one, from funds allo#
ted under act of Smw 1,1901, is
to be built for mem@wmmdwdm car-

' riage, model 1901. If he is in

t error, requests- that he be advis-

ed. .
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

SUBJFECT -

f the @hief af @t@ineerzz, ’}C{‘A’
Fnited gtate?v@mtg% Ea
%/54///4//4 January 28, 1902,

Maj. Geo. W. Goethals, _
Corps of Engineers,
Newport, R. I,

‘Major: :

n reply to your letter of the 21st instant, regarding the
models of carriages intended for the three 10-inch emplaéements-near
Fort Wetherill, R.I., you are informed that your understanding of
the matter is correct, and that two of the emplacements are to he
built for disappearing cairiages, L.F., model 1896, while the third
émplacement, the one for which allotment was made on July 16,1901,
from the Act of March 1, 1901, is to be for disappearing carriagé;
L.F., model 1901, ‘

By command of Brig. Gen. Gillespie:
Very respectfully,

Your obedient gervant,
o~y

Phantrons, 1 OAdete,

Major, Qorps of Engineers.

56997



