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The Coast Defense Study Group (www.cdsg.org) announces the publication of "American Seacoast Forts 
- A Directory with Period Military Maps 1890-1950" in four volumes (about 1,400 pages in all) by 
Terrance McGovern, Mark Berhow, and Glen Williford. This work is the result of twenty years of 
extensive research both of government records and on-site investigations. Below is summary of this four-
volume work as well as cover images of the books. 
  
American Seacoast Forts – A Directory with Period Military Maps 1890-1950 is a comprehensive 
visual and descriptive directory to the forts and batteries of America’s concrete and steel-era seacoast 
defenses. This four volume hard cover set of books provides a detailed listing of all of the U. S. coastal 
fortifications covering the North Atlantic Coast (Volume 1 - 376 pp), the Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts (Volume 2 - 316 pp), the Pacific Coast (Volume 3 - 264 pp), and Alaska and the Overseas 
Bases: Hawaii, the Philippines, the Panama Canal Zone, the Caribbean, Bermuda, and Newfoundland 
(Volume 4 - 336 pp). Each volume includes a discussion of the design and function of American seacoast 
forts, including their historical development, objectives, armament, organization, arrangement, garrison 
life, as well as a detailed description of what can be found on the period military maps included. Twenty-
one defenses of the major continental U. S. harbors and several oversea bases are described in the directory 
through a brief history of the fort or military reservation and a history of each gun or mortar battery. These 
listings are supported by period military maps and both historical and current aerial photographs. Heavily 
illustrated with over 1,200 maps, plans, and period photographs, this work is the most comprehensive 
coverage of American seacoast defenses in print. It is a worthy companion to the CDSG Press’s earlier 
publication, “American Seacoast Defenses – A Reference Guide”. Readers will find this set of works an 
essential summary and guide for visiting these historic military sites. 
 
The books are a print-on-demand from IngramSpark printing company. They are hard bound, printed on 
70 lb. paper with B&W maps and photographs. There are entries maps and photographs of every armed 
location in each defended harbor. Each volume is priced at $49.95 plus shipping and are available from 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Walmart, and other online retailers. CDSG member pricing of $40.00 including 
domestic shipping (contact us for international shipping costs) per book is available at www.cdsg.org/shop 
or by check to the CDSG Press by completing this order form: 
 
Name: ___________________ Email: __________________  Telephone: ______________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Volume One:  $40.00 x # of copies: ______ for total of _______ 
Volume Two:  $40.00 x # of copies: ______ for total of _______ 
Volume Three: $40.00 x # of copies: ______ for total of _______ 
Volume Four:  $40.00 x # of copies: ______ fort total of _______ Grand Total: ___________ 
 
Send order form to: Terry McGovern at 1700 Oak Lane, McLean, VA 22101 along with your check. 
 
 



 

 

  

  
 
Special Note: An electronic PDF version is also available which has been expanded to include maps of 
the WWII-era fire control reservations and a comprehensive set of battery floor plans for a whopping 
2,300 pages of material. This PDF version is available by request for the purchase price of one print book 
- $45.00.  For more information on the PDF versions please contact Mark Berhow (berhowma@cdsg.org). 
 


