
Announcing the latest book from the CDSG Press: 

WW II Harbor Defenses of San Diego 
by H. R. Everett 

 
This new work, centered on the construction, wartime use, and post-war use and fate of the both the temporary and 
permanent harbor-defense structures built during the World War II years at the entrance to the San Diego harbor, is 
now available from online order outlets such as Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

 
 
This book gives the reader an unparalleled view to the current state of the San Diego harbor defenses. As nearly all 
the harbor defense reservations are in use by the U.S. Navy, access to many of the old fortifications are restricted. The 
author had access to these defenses and gives the reader an up-to-date review of their state and their use by the Navy 
and the National Park Service today. This unique and detailed first-hand perspective is as close as the general public 
can get to visiting most of these notable artifacts.   
 

Chapter 1 - Background   Chapter 6 - AMTB and Machine Gun Batteries 
Chapter 2 - The Endicott-Taft Era  Chapter 7 - Fire Control 
Chapter 3 - Military Threats to San Diego Chapter 8 - Searchlights 
Chapter 4 - Temporary Batteries  Chapter 9 - Coast Defense Radar 
Chapter 5 - Modernization Batteries 

 
Commander (Ret.) H.R. (Bart) Everett, USN, has invested over 20 years of research into the WWII Harbor Defenses 
of San Diego making this work the primary source of detailed information on these historical defenses, and a must-
read for any serious student of the fascinating military history of San Diego, CA.  His comprehensive treatment 
chronicles the extensive fortifications of this important naval harbor, which reached their apex during World War 
II.  Drawing on many primary sources, this book meticulously describes the various fortifications built by the US 
Army at Fort Rosecrans between 1896 and 1945.  Also treated in impressive detail is the subsequent reuse of many 
of these fortifications for a variety of fascinating purposes during the post-war period, the Cold War, and in more 
recent times.  The result is an enthralling and unparalleled view of an otherwise neglected history of San Diego’s 



former harbor-defense infrastructure.   As nearly all the San Diego military reservations are still in use by the US 
Navy, public access to much of this area is restricted.  The author worked for 30 years at the Navy laboratory located 
on the former site of Fort Rosecrans—first as a Naval Officer and then as a civilian engineer—giving the reader an 
comprehensive view of these forgotten gun batteries, searchlight silos, fire-control and support structures, as well as 
their interim and current use by the US Navy and the US National Park Service. This book is not just a technical 
history of WWII weapon systems and their supporting infrastructure, but also a guide to where they were located, as 
well as their current status.  The 538-page text is thoroughly supported with footnotes, an extensive bibliography, 
three appendixes, and over 950 illustrations (black-and-white photographs, detailed maps, and historical blueprints). 
 

 
Battery Ashburn, 2005      Field drawing of the layout of Battery Zeilin by Lee Guidry 

 
This book is simultaneously a technical history (the weapon systems and their supporting infrastructure) and a 
reference guide as to where the former defenses are located and their current status/ownership.  The 538-page 
hardcover work is thoroughly supported with footnotes, a bibliography, three appendixes, and over 950 illustrations 
(black and white photographs, maps, and construction plans for many of the structures). 

 
Publisher:  CDSG Press (August 2, 2021)   Item Weight: 3.36 pounds 
Language:  English      Dimensions: 8.5 x 1.19 x 11 inches 
Hardcover:  538 pages      List Price: $40.00 
ISBN-10:  0974816752  
ISBN-13:  978-0974816753  
 
This CDSG Press title is available through on-line ordering services, such as Amazon, Book-a-Million, Barnes & 
Nobile, etc.   Please place your order through those services. Below is a link to the book at Amazon. 
https://www.amazon.com/WW-Harbor-Defenses-San-
Diego/dp/0974816752/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Harbor+Defenses+of+San+Diego&qid=1625836451&s=b
ooks&sr=1-1 
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