
 



Redoubt Press presents 
The American Harbor Defenses of the Panama Canal 

By Terrance McGovern. 
  
 The end of 20th Century has brought to a close the American involvement in the Panama Canal, a tremendous 
technological achievement that was started in the early days of the century. The Panama Canal took over 10 years to 
complete and involved the expenditure of millions of dollars and thousands of workers lives. The importance of the Panama 
Canal to commerce and naval forces resulted in fortifications that match its size and cost.  While the history of the Panama 
Canal has been recorded in numerous books and articles, the history of its defenses has not.  This book hopes to remedy this 
situation by exploring the thirty-five years of fortification construction and use in the Panama Canal Zone.  
 
 The first part of this book discusses how the various fortification boards decided, with the help of Congress, on what 
defenses were needed and how evolving threats resulted in changes to these defenses. The second part of the book 
describes in detail the construction, service life, and current status of each major battery. Assisting this narrative are many 
current and period photographs, along with engineering drawings and site maps detailing the construction of these impressive 
fortifications.  All serious students of seacoast defenses and the Panama Canal should have a copy. 
 
 Redoubt Press is pleased to be able to offer this title. This title was originally published in U.K based Fortress Study 
Group annual journal, FORT: The International Journal of Fortification and Military Architecture (Volume 26: 1998), which is 
edited by Professor Athanassios Migos.  This 116-page book is softbound using the same high-quality paper and printing 
process as FORT.  As the most detailed and illustrated article to ever be produced on these defenses, the book has 45 maps 
and drawings, 43 historical B&W photographs, and 40 color photographs (taken in 1993 and 1999 by the author). This book is 
offered at a special price of $55 plus $5 for domestic shipping or $10 for foreign shipping.  Please complete and return 
this form.  Make your check or money order payable to Terrance McGovern.  
 

Redoubt Press Order Form (as of 6/30/2020) 
Please complete and return this form.  Make your check or money order payable to Three Sisters Press. 

Prices include domestic shipping.  Please add $5.00 per item ordered for foreign shipping. 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________  State: ______________ Zip Code: ________ 

Country: ____________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________  E-Mail: __________________________________ 

1. The Chesapeake Bay at War!: No. of Copies: _____times $_____ (Price $25) = Total: _______ 

2. The Defenses of the Panama Canal: No. of Copies: _____times $_____ (Price $60) = Total: ______ 

3. The Concrete Battleship: No. of Copies: _____times $______ (Price $25) = Total: _______ 

4. American Coastal Defenses 1885-1950: No. of Copies: _____times $_____ (Price $25) = Total: _______ 

5. Defenses of Pearl Harbor and Oahu 1907-50: No. of Copies: ____times $_____ (Price $25) = Total: ______ 

6. American Defenses of Corregidor and Manila Bay 1898-45: Copies: ___times $___ (Price $25) =Total: ___ 

Grand Total: __________ Make checks payable in US$ to “McGovern” and send to: 

 

McGovern Publishing     703/538-5403 (home) 
1700 Oak Lane     tcmcgovern@att.net 
McLean, Virginia 22101 USA     
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