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ENGINEER OFFICE, U. S. ARMY,

166 GRANBY STREET,
Norfolk, Va., June 25, 1901.

Brig. Gen. George L. Gillespie,_

Chief of Fngineers, U. S. Army,

Washington, D. C.
General:

Pursuant to instructions in letter from your office, dated
warch 18, 1901, 38670, I have the honor to submif estimates, plans
and drawings, coﬁering the necessary items for the construction of
amplacenents for four 15-pdr. R. F. guns on balanced-pillar mounts
av Fort Wool, Va., and é%ructures and appliances for‘conducting the
worlk, |

The puns are intended to defend the channsl between Fort Wool
and Willoughby Splt, and are located as determined in the project
¢cf the Board of Engineers.

In preparing the plans, it has been the endeavor to resort as
little &s poésibla to demolition of the old work, and some slight
modifications of ﬁhe'approved plan have, in consequence, resulted.
As projected, the batﬁery is subject to réverse fire from the main
ship channel. It is believed, however, that a slight protection
from machine-gun fire conlng from this direction is all that can be
establlished, owing to limlted space.

It has beeﬁ assumd fhat the foundation is stable, since no
apprecisble settlement has occurred for several years, and it is

probable that the additional load will not affect the stability



(2)
much, if at all.

The level of the floors of the magazines is placed at 10 feet
above mean low water, as determined by actual observation, making
the elevation of the Tloors two feet higher than the floors of the
0ld work, which weré flooded in the storm of 1887.

The fort occupies an isolated position, and appliences of every
kind will have to be supplied. A new wharf will have to be bpuilt,
and a safe boat for messenger service batween Fort Monroe and the
aite will have to be supplied, all of which will add very much to
the cost of this worl, but which will be necessary for further work,
and wmight be considered as a separate charge, to be divided between
Lhe several constructions proposed for this place.

IT o parapet of sand is adopted, a concrete receptacle will
have to be provided, as shown on the plan, owing to the open char-
acter of the stone foundation, the waves washing thirough the cav-
tties 1n the rock. When reduced to its minimum dimensions, this
sand parapet would occupy nearly all the space between the old wall
ong the water's edge. Aslde from the fact that it is desirable to
have a passage-way around the outside of the fort, the exterior
niope of this ﬁarapet would afford a ramp, up which a storming party,
taling advaﬁtage of favorable conditions, might rush the work.

As an alternative proposition, a small'drawing shows a concrete
perapet, with a nearly vertlcal face, which would afford equivalent
protection to the magazines, and, at the same time, leave a space
between the battery and the water, which would not only permit a
road-way, but, if protscted by a slight wall at the water's edge,

would afford a space vhere the garrison might assemble to oppose a
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landing party. The cement parapet would be much more desirable,
gince it would not be 1iable %o damage from storms, blast of the
guns, vave action or neglect .

The wharf has been arranged so as to afford the necessary room
and depth of water for the acconmod“tion of the vessels which may b
expected to land cargoes at this place. The old piers are in ruins
and the shallow water aboﬁt them renders a new situatior necessary.

The e'stimated cos t o:t‘ the battery with sand parapéet, ircluding
the wharf dnd boat, is $58 986 08. If the sand parapet is replacec

with concrete, as described, the total co3t would be $43, 584 27.

-t

The elec*rncal 1neta11ation is 1eft for considération, in- connecub

I

with othpr étructures and earch 1ights.
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ENCINEER OFFICE, U. S. ARMY,

ROOM 2, CUSTOM HOUSE.

Norfolk, Va., October 7, 1903.

Brig. Gen. G. L. Gillespie,
Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army,
. Washington, D. C.
General:

'I nave the honor to inform you thet the emplacements in the
pattery of four 15-pdr. R. F. guns at Tort Wool, Va.,_constructed
under allotment of $40,000 made by the ond indorsement of your |
office dated July 5, 1901 (38670), are now ready for their armament .
Although these emplacement s a%e not wholly completed, the guns and
carriages can be mounted at any time.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

et

Captain, Corps of Engineers,
U. S. Army.

1554
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Norfolk,Va.,0ct,7,1203.

WINSLOW,

CAPT. E. E.

States that the emplacements in
the bvattery of four 1l5-pdr.R.F.
guns at Fort Wool,Va,.,constructed
under allotment of July 5,1801,are
now ready for their armament. The
guns and carriages can be mounted
at any time,

7
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vAR DEPARTMENT] .

if

1st indorsement,

P T

WAR DEPARTIIENT; - 3
CFFICE OF THE CHIEF CF EHGINEERS, Rz
WASHINGTON.
October 12, 1903.
1. Respectfully referred to the

el
——

Chief of Ordnance,U.S.Army,for hisi

information, and with request for
the probable date at which the

carriagds will be delivered to Cap

tain Winslow.
2. The return of this paper is
requested.

%\\\0& \, Q®§\\¥F

Brig. Gen., Chief of Engineers,

38670 U. 8. drmay.
29
36315-9. Mi.

,mnm Endorsement.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE.
Washington,October 14, 1903.

' 1.  Respectfully returned to

the Chief of Engineers, U.S.A.,
contents noted,

2. - It is not believed thet
any 15-pdr mounts will be ready

Zd indersemant.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
CFFICE CF THE CKHIEF CF ERNGINEERS,
WASHINGTON,
October 19, 1503.

1. Respectfully returned to
Captain Winslow, for his informa-
tion.

2. Before proceeding to mount
the guns after their receipt, fur-
ther authority must be asked of
this office.

3. To be returned.

By ecommand ) Brg. Cen.

WWthYlhaN\Z
Aajor, Corps of Exginzers.

38670
29

4th indorsement.
Engineer Office,U.S.Army,
! Norfolk,Va.,0ct.22,1903.

Respectfully returned {to the
Chief of Engineers,U.S.Army,as
directed in the preceding in-
dorsement .

Captain,Corps of Engineers,
. Army .
Hmmﬁmmpo% U.S.Army

Tor mounting at Fort Wool,Va.
btefore January 15, 1904,
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