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2018 CDSG Conference
April 25-27, 2018

Columbia River, OR/WA
Mark Berhow, berhowma@cdsg.org

2018 CDSG Special Tour
August 11-19, 2018

Switzerland
Terry McGovern, tcmcgovern@att.net

2019 CDSG Conference
April 2019

Chesapeake Bay, VA
Terry McGovern, tcmcgovern@att.net

2019 CDSG Special Tour
February 2 -12, 2019

Manila Bay, the Philippines
Andy Grant, ftmottris@comcast.net

Other Meetings and Tours

December 4, 2017
Assn Saint-Maurice d'Etudes Militaries Tour

Fort de Champex
Pascal Bruchez, president@asmem.ch

April 23 - 27, 2018
Fortress Study Group Tour

Alderney, The Channel Islands
Alistair Graham Kerr, tours@fsgfort.com

September  2018
Fortress Study Group Annual Conference

North West England
Alistar Graham Kerr, tours@fsgfort.com

September 14 - 18, 2018
Assn Saint-Maurice d'Etudes Militaries Tour

Berlin, Germany
Pascal Bruchez, president@asmem.ch

September 21 -23, 2018
Deutsche Gesellschaft Festungsforsh Annual Meeting

Magdeburg
Andrea Theissen, anja.reichert@uni-trier.de
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*   *   *   *   *
Preservation Committee Report

Gordon Bliss

The work to preserve Plum Island, the site of Fort Terry, from 
being sold for development continues. A group representing the 
various organizations, including the CDSG, met with congressio-
nal staffers on Capitol Hill recently and this effort seems to have 
widespread support. Though this effort is mostly about keeping 
the island as a nature preserve, and saving history in the form of 
Fort Terry, is definitely secondary, it should keep Fort Terry from 
being actively destroyed by development. It would continue to 
deteriorate naturally, but tackling that issue requires that there is 
something there to preserve to begin with.

Included with this quarterly mailing, and also available on the 
website is a one-page summary of preservation practices taken from 
two manuals, one from the National Park Service Golden Gate 
NRA, the other from Washington State. Both of these manuals 
are available in their full form as PDFs at the CDSG website on 
the Preservation and Interpretation page.  The summary provides a 
quick reference to some basic principles and actions for the preser-
vation of sites and structures. These are all elaborated on in much 
greater detail in the two manuals mentioned, including many of 
the technical aspects of dealing with various types of structures.

I am still looking to hear more about preservation activities at 
coast defense sites, particularly where someone has found a useful 
technique that can be passed on to help other sites.

Chairman’s Message
Thomas D. Batha

Greetings to all! This will be the second time I’ve had the honor 
to be the Chairman of the CDSG. On behalf of all members, I 
would like to thank my predecessor, Alex Hall, for his work this 
past year as Chairman. Alex will remain on the Board for one more 
year. I would also like to thank Alfred Chiswell for his work during 
the past three years. Alfred will continue to work on our behalf as 
a member of the nominating committee.

Joining the Board this year is longtime CDSG member Danny 
Malone.  His professional career as an overseas “goodwill ambas-
sador” for the U.S. Army precluded his service on the CDSG Board 
in the past but now retired, he has stepped up to the job. Seriously, 
a very knowledgeable member at a conference or tour, Danny is 
always willing to share that insight. So, new members feel free to 
approach him at every opportunity. I know I do.

Our next conference is going to be held this spring at Columbia 
River, Washington and Oregon. Scheduled for April 25-27, 2018, 
it is hoped we will have access to batteries formerly “off limits” on 
Coast Guard property. We have not been there in 18 years and 
probably will not go back for several decades, so you will want to 
take advantage and sign up as soon as you can.
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October 2018

International Fortress Council Annual Meeting
Czech Republic

Kees Neisingh, secretariat@internationalfortresscouncil.com

May 2019
Fortress Study Group Overseas Tour

The Low Countries
Alistar Graham Kerr, psgeditor@hotmail.com

September  2019
Fortress Study Group Annual Conference

Dover
Chairman@fsgfort.com

October 2019
International Fortress Council Annual Meeting

Switzerland
Kees Neisingh, secretariat@internationalfortresscouncil.com

If you have a preservation issue or question, or for further 
information on any of the items mentioned, contact the Preserva-
tion Committee Chair, Gordon Bliss, at preservation@cdsg.org.

*   *   *   *   *
Fortification Preservation

Summary Guidelines
Gordon Bliss, Chairman    

CDSG Preservation & Interpretation Committee

Over the past several years owners of former seacoast fortifica-
tion sites have reached out to the Coast Defense Study Group 
(www.cdsg.org), especially our CDSG Representatives, seeking 
advice key actions they can take to stabilize and preserve the 
former fortification structures which they own or control.  The 
CDSG has provided detail guide books (produced by NPS and 
Washington State Parks) that provides the instructions on how best 
to preserve and restore fortification structures from the masonry 
era to the reinforced concrete period.  While it would be great if 
these owners followed all the great instructions provided in these 
manuals, many times their limited resources result in no actions at 
all. To help site owners focus their limited resources on a few key 
actions to undertake on a regular basis we have summarized the 
key guidelines for them below. Please share this advice with your 
site owners in your local area or when you are visiting these former 
fortifications.  If these actions are not undertaken on a regular 
basis these structures will become ruins and eventually disappear.  

Landscaping and Vegetation Removal
Roots can cause significant damage to seacoast fortifications by 

destroying the structure and allowing water penetration.  They 
need to be controlled.  Do not pull out roots that have already 
worked into the structure. Cut large plants at ground level and let 
the roots deteriorate. Stumps can be treated with an appropriate 
herbicide. In general, all woody vegetation growing within four 
feet of a concrete structure should be removed, while all vegetation 
growing on the concrete or masonry structures should be removed.  
Woody vegetation larger than four inches in diameter should be 
removed from all manmade engineered slopes. This also restores 
the original context of the structure for interpretation.

Ground cover or other native plants help prevent soil ero-
sion. Grass can be used but requires more maintenance and care 
must be taken with mowing equipment to ensure structures are 
not inadvertently damaged. In some cases, the army used goats 
and sheep to keep vegetation down when they controlled these 
military reservations.

Areas of a structure that were originally earth covered - such as 
the front of gun batteries – should remain covered. If excavation is 
necessary for repair or other reasons, the earth should be replaced.

Structure Maintenance 
The focus for this section is on concrete structures, though some 

advice is also valid for brick and stone.  Detailed advice for all 
types of structures is given in the two manuals mentioned below.

Patching areas where concrete has spalled, been chipped off, 
or broken loose will prevent water infiltration further into the 
concrete and further deterioration. Replacement concrete should 
duplicate the old in composition, strength, color, and texture as 
much as possible. Detailed patching techniques are given in the 
Preservation Handbook listed below.

Cracks can be either dormant or active. Dormant cracks were 
caused by shrinkage during concrete curing and are not usually 
a cause for concern except for water infiltration. Active cracks – 
those that show movement over time – are the main issue and 
can indicate serious problems.  There are a number of treatment 
options depending on the size and nature of the crack and the 
manuals referred to below should be consulted for further details. 
Treatment of large structural cracks should be determined by a 
structural engineer. Infiltration of water is a primary concern, 
particularly in areas with a freeze/thaw cycle, and steps need to 
be taken to minimize it.

Deteriorated concrete that has led to exposed metal reinforce-
ment needs to be cleaned and a protective coating applied to 
prevent further corrosion, or repair/replacement if the structural 
integrity is threatened; before patching the area.  If ignored, cor-
roded metal will spread and break apart concrete.

For external metal parts, do not paint brass, bronze, wrought 
iron, or cast iron. There are protective coatings that can be used 
on these.  Steel needs to be thoroughly cleaned down to bare metal 
before priming and painting.

For graffiti, do not use abrasive removal methods or chemicals 
that may attack the underlying material. The preferred methods 
to use will vary depending on the method used to create the graf-
fiti. A table in the Preservation Handbook details the preferred 
methods for different types of graffiti. 

Proper Drainage
Water infiltration is a major problem. Original drain systems 

have often failed and should be cleaned out and damaged compo-
nents replaced with modern materials where they are not visible, 
such as sub-surface pipes.  Damaged areas of concrete where water 
can collect and pool need to be repaired.  Debris and vegetation 
need to be removed where they contribute to water entering or 
accumulating in a structure. In general, all steps that can be taken 
to prevent the infiltration of water into the structure or the ac-
cumulation of standing water on the structure will contribute to 
its preservation.
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*   *   *   *   *
CDSG/FSG Joint Tour 

to the Defenses of Switzerland
 August 11 to August 19, 2018

Terry McGovern

Maurice Lovisa, of the Association St-Maurice d’Etudes 
Militaires (ASMEM), and Martin Egger, our Swiss-based CDSG 
member, have been busy arranging permissions to access Swiss 
fortification sites and are working on the complex logistics for 
our tour. Both FSG and CDSG members have shown strong 
interest in this tour and we have reached our limit on the number 
of tour members (based on buses/hotels), so we have started to 
place those wanting to attend the tour on a waiting list.

Members that have registered for the Swiss tour will need to 
arrange their own round-trip transportation to Zurich Airport 
(you need to be there by noon on August 11; the tour will re-
turn to Zurich Airport at 11 am on August 19). The centrally 
paid costs will include the use of two small coaches with drivers, 
accommodations (including breakfast), lunch boxes, and two 
dinners (the other dinners will be your responsibility), site/
museum fees, guides, custom tour guidebook, daily handouts, 
and organizational expenses. The estimated cost is $2,150 double 
rooms; the single room rate is $2,400. All other costs will be for 
your own account and paid directly. The balance of the amount 
will need to be paid no later than February 1, 2018. You can 
pay the balance due ($1,900 double or $2,150 single) per 
person by check made out to the “Coast Defense Study Group” 
and reference “2018 Swiss Tour.” Send to Terry McGovern at 
1700 Oak Lane, McLean, VA 22101 USA. You can also pay the 
balance using your credit card via the CDSG Store (including 
the PayPal fee) at our website (www.cdsg.org). There is a limited 
number of single rooms, so those requesting singles and paying 
first will be allocated single rooms, after that you will need to 
share a double room (we reserve the right to double up if neces-
sary). Please pay your balance promptly. Members that have not 
registered can still send a $250 deposit to Terry McGovern and 
be placed on a waiting list. If space becomes available you will be 

informed and the tour balamce will be due. If no space becomes 
available, the deposit will be refunded.

All tour members need to confirm by email to tcmcgovern@
att.net that they are able to walk uphill through steep, wet, cold, 
and dark tunnels for up to 1.2 km (¾ mile) each way at a good 
pace as well as use narrow pathways, steep stairs, and sometimes 
even ladders. This tour is absolutely unsuited for folks with dis-
abilities or limited mobility! If you wish to withdraw for this 
reason we will return your deposit. Also, two sites are still active 
military zones (12 cm twin mortar, 15 cm Bison). Our visit will 
require you to provide in advance detailed information about 
yourself (a form will be sent to you later) including a copy of your 
passport page.  Also, tour members will not be allowed to take 
any photographs within these two sites. Finally, those attending 
the tour will be required to sign a CDSG Risk Acknowledgment 
and Hold Harmless Agreement, as well as an FSG Disclaimer 
You cannot attend the tour without signing these forms before 
or when you arrive for the tour.

Contact for questions at:  
Terry McGovern, 703/538-5403, tcmcgovern@att.net
1700 Oak Lane, McLean, VA 22010 USA  

*   *   *   *   *
Request to CDSG Membership

Terry McGovern

The CDSG Representative and Outreach Committee is 
working on gathering current contact information for all coast 
defense site owners in the USA. We need this information for 
our outreach efforts to both inform site owners on the value of 
protecting these sites for future generations as well as to encour-
age them to become members of the CDSG.  We are asking you 
to send us this contact information (Site Name and Location, 
Owner’s Name, Owner’s Address, Owner’s Telephone Number, 
Owner’s Email Address, Website Name (if any), and Owner’s 
Primary Contact Person) for your local coast defense sites (this 
is could be a fire control station or an entire fort as our database 
will be organized based on ownership, i.e. one entry per owner). 
Please send this information to Terry McGovern (tcmcgovern@
att.net) and to Norman Scarpulla (nkscarpulla@icloud.com). 
Thanks for your assistance.

*   *   *   *   *
2018 CDSG Membership Dues

Terry McGovern

The Board has decided that the 2018 CDSG membership dues 
shall remain $40 per year for members residing in the USA.  The 
2018 CDSG dues for members residing overseas will be raised 
to $90 per year to cover the increase in postage.

Creating a waterproof membrane on or in the concrete itself 
can be done if other methods do not keep it clear of standing 
water. These types of treatments are covered in the manuals 
listed below.

Sources
These are only a general summary of some of the recommen-

dations covered in the two manuals listed below.  It is strongly 
advised that they be consulted for further details. They also list 
a number of other resources with more information on specific 
topics. 

Historic Fortification Preservation Handbook, prepared by the 
Pacific Northwest Preservation Partnership

Seacoast Fortifications Preservation Manual, from the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area.

Full PDF copies of these are available through the CDSG 
website on the Preservation and Interpretation page.  Some details 
are also taken from the NPS Cultural Landscape Report for the 
Sandy Hook Mortar Battery.

*   *   *   *   *
CDSG Fund

 
The CDSG Fund supports the efforts of the Coast Defense 

Study Group by raising funds for preservation and interpreta-
tion of American seacoast defenses. The CDSG Fund is seeking 
donations for projects supporting its goals.
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*   *   *   *   *
Fort Casey Update

Steven Kobylk

Saturday, August 18, 2018, has been selected as the date to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the reinstallation of the 3-inch 
and 10-inch guns at Fort Casey and to dedicate the new interpre-
tative project. Washington State Parks is coordinating the event 
and actively searching for any participants present at Fort Casey 
in August 1968. Your CDSG Whidbey Island representative 
and Fort Casey Volunteer Battalion are sponsoring an add-on 
event the evening of August 17. The plan includes a BBQ and 
a twilight fort tour, gun emplacements illuminated with electric 
lights and original-type Dietz Vesta lanterns.

The 10-inch gun sighting platforms and support beams have 
been deemed unsafe due to age and deterioration and have been 
removed. The original State Parks plan was to replace the plat-
forms with flat steel and bent pipe. However with your CDSG 

The goals of the CDSG and CDSG Fund are the following:
* Educational study of coast defenses
* Technical research and documentation of coast defenses
* Preservation of coast defense sites, equipment, and records 

for current and future generations
* Accurate coast defense site interpretations
* Assistance to groups interested in preservation and inter-

pretation of coast defense sites
Donations are tax-deductible for federal tax purposes as the 

CDSG is a 501(c)(3) organization, and 100% of your gift will 
go to project grants. Major contributions are acknowledged an-
nually. Make checks or money orders payable in US funds to:  
Coast Defense Study Group Fund or the CDSG Fund. Donations 
can also be made by credit card through the CDSG website  at 
www.cdsg.org.

The Fund is always seeking proposals for the monetary support 
of preservation and interpretation projects at former coast defense 
sites and museums. A one-page proposal briefly describing the 
site, the organization doing the work, and the proposed work or 
outcome should be sent to the address below. Successful propoals 
are usually distinct projects rather than general requests for dona-
tions. Ideally, we desire to fund several $500 to $1,500 grants 
per year. Upon conclusion of a project a short report suitable for 
publication in the CDSG Newsletter is requested. The trustees 
shall review such requests and pass their recommendation onto 
the CDSG Board of Directors for approval. The trustees for the 
CDSG Fund are Terry McGovern, Quentin Schillere and Mark 
Berhow.

Send donations to (and made out to):                 
CDSG Fund c/o Quentin Schillare                                                   
24624 W. 96th Street, Lenexa, KS 66227-7285 USA                                                                                 
Or use your credit card via PayPal on the www.cdsg.org website.                                              

Send Fund Project requests to:
CDSG Fund c/o Terry McGovern
1700 Oak Lane, McLean, VA 22101-3326 USA   
Please prepare a written request of your need and how your 

request relates to the goals of the CDSG

*   *   *   *   *
More on the CDSG Memberhip Dues

Mark Berhow

The CDSG has kept membership dues the same for the past 
five years. The dues cover the cost of our publications to each 
member plus our website expenses and our small operating costs. 
The CDSG Press/ePress, CDSG Fund, and conferences/special 
tours are self-supporting. Last year it cost $35 per domestic 
member for our publications and $80 per foreign member (ex-
cept for Canada). In the past few years, the cost of mailing our 
publications overseas has risen steadily. The CDSG Board of 
Directors has decided to keep our domestic dues for 2018 at $40, 
but raise our overseas member 2018 dues to $90 US in order to 
cover the production and postage costs. Our memberships run 
from January 1 to December 31 each year, so attached to this 
newsletter is our renewal notice for 2018.

Some members have inquired about a digital publication-only 
membership option. The board of directors and the committee 
chairs have discussed this and decided against offering such a 
membership option for several reasons. We need membership 
dues to keep the CDSG functioning. The CDSG does not raise 
any money through advertising, so having a free subscription sim-
ply will not work. We could charge our regular membership fee 
and offer a digital only option, but there is concern that someone 
may join and turn around and email or post our publications 
online.  If that happens and words gets around, then why join 
the CDSG if you can get it for free? Most members want to see 
something tangible for their money; getting the CDSG publica-
tions in the mail is a way of us keeping in contact and providing 
our members a product. We do offer our back issues in digital 
format, just not the current year’s publications. If there was a 
way to “lock down” digital editions to prevent their distribution 
this would be a different matter, but that is not a viable option 
at the moment. So, for now we will continue to offer our printed 
publications by mail and our back issues in digital format a year 
later. For a one-time price of $55 you can get the digital collec-
tion of all the back issues of the CDSG publications. Once you 
are on board you can get an update for $10 of the subsequent 
issues. As always, the most recent CDSG Newsletters are posted 
on the CDSG website and are free to download. If anyone has 
a viable way to “go all digital” AND increase the number of our 
dues-paying members, please contact us!

Whidbey Field Representative’s technical assistance and two ad-
ditional grants, the construction and maintenance personnel are 
manufacturing platforms as close to the originals as possible. A 
local shipyard had a brake strong enough to bend the steel plate 
per Ord Doc 1694 specifications. The stanchion base plates have 
been plasma-cut to specs as well. However, the stanchions are 
welded instead of threaded pipe due to cost. As completed they 
will be galvanized, painted and installed. Hopefully multiple 
funding sources can be obtained soon to minimize further dete-
rioration of the carriages. The barrels are in good shape.

The fire control observation station’s roofs and exterior walls 
have been cleaned and painted and the roofs sealed and painted, 
in preparation for the installation of electrical wiring by State 
Parks later this winter.
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*   *   *   *   *

The Exploratory Group Tour to the
Fortifications of Cuba

Glen Williford

Eight adventurous CDSG members and spouses journeyed on 
a specially-designed tour to the fortifications and military sites of 
Cuba in August 2017. Visas for U.S. citizens are still restricted 
to only a few authorized categories, but using Valor Tours and 
their Cuban tour associate Essential History Expeditions, we were 
able to assemble an itinerary under the guidelines of “people-to-
people” visits to qualify for the necessary paperwork. 

On the 12th we went by coach to Matanzas, and saw the three 
Spanish works of Castillo de San Severino, El Morillo Castillo, 
and the Cojimar Tower—all with a selection of older weapons. 
To the west of the tower were the only existing remnants of the 
series of earthwork forts with protective, loop-holed walls, Battery 
No. 1 from the immediate pre-war period. For some reason a 
single 15 cm, breech-loading Ordonez gun on barbette carriage 
persists in an open field adjacent to the coastal highway.

The real highlight of this day was the magnificent El Morro 
on the eastern side of the harbor entrance, complete with several 
existing Krupp 28 cm guns, one still on its carriage in the Velasco 
Battery. Three American 8-inch Parrott rifles, made at West 

On August 10 we gathered in Tampa, met our American guide, 
Brian DeToy, and had a walking tour of the Cuban section of 
the city and the headquarters of the 1898 American expedition-
ary force. An early flight the next morning took us to Havana 
where we immediately began touring. The morning was spent 
on a walking tour of old Havana. In the afternoon we saw the 
major forts on the western side of the harbor entrance—Fuerta 
de Real (with its rifled Rodman cannon) and the Castillo de 
San Salvador de la Punta, with its Punta Annex Battery for two 
modern, Spanish 15 cm breech-loading guns. We also saw the 
Museum of the Revolution with weaponry from the War of 1898 
and subsequent Cuban revolutions.

The stories about old American cars in Cuba are true!

Fureta Real

La Punta Annex 15 cm guns

Matanzas Castillo de San Severino

Cojimar Tower
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Point Foundry in 1866, are also present. In front of El Morro at 
water level is the Doze Apostles Battery with its transitional 16 
cm MLRs. To the south of El Morro is the very large El Cabana 
Fortress, reportedly the largest single Spanish work in the New 
World. Dating from the mid-19th century, it had both a strong 
harbor front with barbette gun positions and extensive Vauban-
type landward defenses. We ate dinner at the restaurant adjacent 
to the Divina Pastore Battery (nine 21-cm MLR howitzers) and 
enjoyed the 9:00 p.m. evening gun firing representing the tradi-
tional signal closing the city gates.

On the 13th we renewed our city military tour with a stop at 
the Castillo Atares (under restoration, but we were allowed a visit 
by special permission) on the southern extremity of the city. Then 
we were on to visit the small San Lazaro Tower built to protect a 
small inlet from pirate raids. After that we visited the memorial 
to the USS Maine with its two 10-inch guns from that famous 
vessel. Finally, we went to the Nacional Hotel, with the remains 
of the Spanish-American War Santa Clara Battery to its seaward 
front, with surviving 28 and 30.5 cm guns on their carriages.

On August 14, we left Havana by coach to journey to Cien-
fuegos. Along the way we stopped at Playa Giron and the museum 
for the Bay of Pigs Battle, with Cuban artifacts from both sides 
of the conflict. In Cienfuegos we visited the nice Spanish Castillo 
de Jagua. The next day was spent on the lengthy road trip to the 
Santiago environs.

On the 16th we began touring the major surviving memorials 
and sites from the combat of the American expeditionary force 
in 1898. That included a visit to Siboney Beach (the site for the 
logistical support of the force), and the small, but well-equipped 
Spanish-American War museum nearby. That was followed with 
stops at both the El Caney and San Juan Hill battle memorials 
at their respective hill sites. Both are well-maintained, and the 
latter has a nice selection of ordnance on display (including four 
American 3.2-inch field guns). We then paid our respects to 
Castro’s tomb at the Sta Ifgenia Cemetery, and concluded at the 
Santiago El Morro (that’s right, this makes three “El Morro’s” 
visited!). It is an imposing structure on the highlands overlooking 
the harbor and a good location to retrace the steps of the sinking 
of the collier USS Merrimack and the naval battle of Santiago.

By the 17th things were winding down. We did make the trip to 
the overview of Guantanamo Bay, but the distance is too great to 

Matanzas Marillo Castle

Cokimar Battery 15 cm Spanish Ordonez gun

Doce Apostles Battery 16 cm gun

El Morro 28 cm M1879 Krupp Velasco Battery

La Cabana



The CDSG Newsletter - Fall 2017                                             Page 7

Castillo Atares

USS Maine Monument

Santa Clara Battery 28 cm Krupp Gun

Santa Clara Battery 30.5 cm Ordonez Gun

Divina Pastore Battery 21 cm Howitzers Converted 
Trubia

make out any of the American base, much less the Taft-era batter-
ies. Travel between the mainland and Gitmo is still not possible; 
I fear we will have to wait many more years before a visit to the 
American property is possible. Later in the afternoon we visited 
the defensive Moncado Barracks (now a school), an important 
element in the revolution against Batista. That evening we had a 
final cocktail and dinner. It seemed appropriate to have Daiquiris 
as we were as near to Daiquiri Beach as facilities would allow. On 
the 18th we returned on a direct flight to Miami.
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Bay of Pigs Museum – Cuban Sea Fury

Castillo Jagua in Cienfuegos

Siboney SAW Museum: part of the Spanish Destroyer 
Pluton

Chaney Hill

San Juan Hill

Santiago El Morro
Both the fortification sites and the general military history 

locations were well maintained. We encountered no problem in 
arranging visits to all, except for the occasional closing due to 
renovation, which one can encounter anywhere. There was no 
overt government presence on any phase of our tour. The people 
are friendly and the service at restaurants and hotels acceptable 
for a nation where the tourist infrastructure is very limited. The 
tour cost was quite high, but that is unavoidable when dealing 
with government ownership and pricing at most of the hotels 
and many of the restaurants. Also it was necessary as foreigners 
to use the separate “convertible peso” for expenditures, and that 

exchange rate is fixed by the government. Even with more tourist 
development, it does not appear that the cost will substantially 
be reduced in the future. Also, August was not the right month 
for such a tour. It was very hot on the island, and the risk of 
hurricanes (luckily, we did not encounter any adverse weather) 
not acceptable for such a tour.

Still, the military architecture in the Spanish forts of the 16th-
19th century is most impressive, as are the number and diversity 
of original armament. It is well worth the effort and expense to 
see these sites at some point in your fort-viewing lifetime.
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*   *   *   *   *

Fifty years later, Fort Ward bakery’s 
original front doors, ornate “fanlight” 

windows found, will be reinstalled
July 23, 2017 / Moderator Fort Ward Blog

FORT WARD, BAINBRIDGE ISLAND – Some five decades 
after they were pulled out of the Fort Ward bakery’s facade and 
left for salvage, the original front doors and decorative “fanlight” 
windows have been found – in a garden shed and garage up 
the hill. The doors and windows will now be reunited with the 
historic bakery, as it is restored and reopened as the Fort Ward 
Community Hall.

Joyce and David Stettler with the Fort Ward bakery’s 
original fanlight windows, and the building’s original 

doors.

“Surprise would be a bit of an understatement,” Douglas 
Crist, Friends of Fort Ward board president, said of the unlikely 
discovery. “We’re completely blown away that these doors and 
windows that we’ve admired in old plans and pictures are still 
around. It really is a case of ‘antique archaeology,’ and they were 
right in the neighborhood all this time.”

The stout double-doors have been hanging in the garden shed 
of David and Joyce Stettler, who own one of the fort’s other 
historic buildings, a pre-World War I duplex built for non-
commissioned Army officers on upper Parkview Drive.

The fanlights have been stored in the Stettlers’ garage, half-

forgotten behind a pile of lumber, waiting for the right project 
to come along. Now it has.

A historical photo and front elevation show the bakery’s 
original doors and fanlight windows.

“For us, to have these go back in and help restore the bakery 
is just great,” Joyce Stettler said. “I’m glad David saved them so 
it could happen.”

Constructed in 1910, the bakery building on Evergreen Avenue 
is a vestige of Fort Ward’s first iteration as a US Army Coast Ar-
tillery Corps outpost at then-remote “Bean Point,” at the south 
end of Bainbridge Island.

The original 1908 blueprints, drawn from the National Ar-
chives, show an industrial-sized oven in the bakery’s main room, 
with smaller rooms in the wings for proofing dough and cooling 
the finished loaves, and quarters for the baker.

The Army traveled on its stomach even at stations, so the 
bakery had a key role in keeping the post garrison well fed and 
morale high. “Post Baker” was an official title, whose holders 
were referred to by name on company rosters.

The building was repurposed as a power station to support 
naval cryptography operations through World War II. Young 
radiomen serving at what was by now known as Naval Radio 
Station Bainbridge Island intercepted Imperial Japanese mili-
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tary and diplomatic messages, relayed the coded information to 
Washington DC, and helped win the war in the Pacific.

When the fort was decommissioned around 1960 and mostly 
sold off to private interests, the bakery story entered its third 
chapter: as a private home.

History’s Mysteries, Solved
Historical photos show that the original doors and fanlights 

were in place at least until 1960 after the Navy moved out, but 
had disappeared by the mid-1970s.

Somewhere in that timeframe, a homeowner raised the floor 3 
feet to install a furnace and ductwork underneath. The towering 
front doors and curved windows above were removed to allow 
shorter fixtures, and the front porch was eventually enclosed, 
obscuring the changes.

The Fort Ward Bakery today.

Fort Ward at that point was something of a “ghost town,” with 
the ruins of many old military buildings dotting the landscape 
and a lot of salvage around for the taking.

That was true even into the 1990s, when the Stettlers moved 
to Fort Ward from Seattle and began restoring the former Army 
duplex – a project that, like many such renovations, continues 
into the present.

As the Stettlers tell it, they befriended neighbor John Mag-
giora, who owned the bakery building and several adjacent 

parcels. Maggiora still had the bakery’s old doors and fanlights 
sitting in a storage shed, or perhaps another old Navy building 
nearby – memories have faded a bit with time – and gave them 
to David Stettler, who had an eye toward a future project on his 
own property.

“I was always planning to build an outbuilding, a shop,” David 
Stettler said. “I was collecting materials for that building, really.”

The doors wound up on his garden shed. The fanlights spent 
the next 20 years gathering dust.

While the Stettlers had been generally aware of the bakery 
restoration campaign, recent newspaper coverage inspired them 
to come forward to see if the old fixtures were wanted. David 
Stettler contacted Friends of Fort Ward and announced that he 
had the bakery’s original front doors, and would anyone like to 
see them?

Sure enough, his shed doors were an exact match for the di-
mensions shown in the bakery blueprints – five-paneled fir slabs 
measuring 90 inches high, 36 inches wide, and 2-1/4 inches thick. 
That, and the apparent chain of title, were sufficient provenance: 
these were the same doors in the old photos.

That’s when the conversation took a more astounding turn.
“Then he said, ‘and I think I have some of the curved windows 

too,’” Crist said. “At first my mind didn’t make the leap to what 
he was talking about. Most of the bakery’s window openings are 
arched, but the windows themselves are rectangular. But when 
he pulled them out of his garage, that’s when it hit me.”

The gently-curving fanlights were an exact match for the blue-
prints – the larger one measuring 72 inches wide for the arch 
above the double doors, the smaller one sized for a doorway in 
the northwest corner of the facade.

Considering their age – 107 years old – and peripatetic journey 
into the present, the windows were remarkably well preserved. 
They had obviously been removed and treated with care over 
the years, their sashes still in good shape and with only a single 
broken pane.

Historians Are Elated with the News
“A remarkable find,” said David M. Hansen, retired Wash-

ington state historic preservation officer and author of “Battle 
Ready,” an authoritative history of the Puget Sound coast defense 
network.

It was Hansen, now of Olympia, who got Fort Ward placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1976, and whose 
photographic survey at that time provided more clues to how 
the bakery had been changed through the years.

Nicholas Vann, Washington State Historical Architect, called 
the discovery “fantastic.”

“Nothing beats having real, authentic, original materials,” he 
said. “This is the essence of why we do what we do as preserva-
tionists.”

Doors (and Windows) Into the Past
Vann, who works in the state Department of Archaeology and 

Historic Preservation, has followed the Fort Ward bakery restora-
tion effort for the past year and visited Bainbridge in February 
to tour the building.

He described historic preservation as “a tangible connection to 
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the past,” with the stories of heritage sites best conveyed through 
authenticity and original materials whenever possible.

Value, he said, is sacrificed when elements must be recreated 
from scratch – the difference between a print of fine art and 
“the real deal.”

“The same goes for building components – value is lost without 
the historic materials,” Vann said. “Building components – like 
fine art or sports memorabilia or collector automobiles – are 
unique, and when they’re gone, they’re gone. The fact that you 
have located original building components for the bakery is 
fantastic, to best tell of its history.”

He added: “Even the little dings and scratches add to the patina. 
A door with impact marks on it might tell you how many times 
the door was opened by bakers with their hands full of bread and 
pastries. At any rate, these little imperfections and signs of wear 
and tear show the user that this was the actual door itself that was 
in use when human activity in the building was at its height.”

With a distinctive white cupola at its crown, the Fort Ward 
bakery reflects the Georgian Colonial Revival stylings that define 
the Puget Sound’s early 20th century, “Endicott Era” installations, 
including Forts Worden (Port Townsend), Casey (Whidbey 
Island) and Flagler (Marrowstone Island).

A recent article in the Coast Defense Journal noted that the 
Army’s Quartermaster Corps had hundreds of standardized plans 
for all manner of “non-tactical” buildings – from barracks to mess 
halls, fire stations to balloon hangars – that could be re-used from 
one fort to the next.

While it’s unclear how many the Army built using “Plan No. 
217, Bakery,” only one other is known to be extant, at Fort 
DuPont, Delaware.

Architectural uniqueness is true across Fort Ward. Hansen has 
noted that with the exception of the NCO quarters and barracks 
(the latter torn down in the 1980s), Fort Ward’s buildings were 
not duplicated at any of Puget Sound’s other forts.

Fort Ward also got all the brick buildings – surprising, Han-
sen noted, since when the fort was built, the newly rebuilt Port 
Blakely Mill was churning out marketable timber by the shipload 
just down the hill.

“For whatever reason,” Hansen wrote in 1976, in nominating 
Fort Ward for the National Historic Register, “the selection of 
brick lends a distinctive appearance which is missing from other 
components of the Harbor Defenses of Puget Sound.”

That distinctiveness is embodied in the bakery’s design.
“When you think about it, there was really no reason for the 

Army to make a utilitarian building like a bakery this elegant,” 
Crist said. “Yet there are all these architectural flourishes that 
stand out – the cupola, some jazzy accents in the masonry, the 
sandstone sills, the scrollwork in the eaves. Someone put a lot of 
style into the design, a lot to catch the eye. That’s another reason 
we think it’s worth fixing up.”

Ironically, most of Fort Ward’s pre-World War I buildings are 
still standing – generally converted to private homes – while most 
of those put up by the Navy during World War II can today only 
be found in old photos.

It’s a testament to the designs of the Army architects, and the 
materials and craftsmanship of the local builders hired by the 
Quartermaster Corps.

A “Notice to Contractors” in the Seattle Daily Times dated April 
28, 1909, solicited bids from area builders to construct Fort Ward 
from the ground up, including the bakery, the Stettlers’ NCO 
quarters, and various other post structures. All but one still stand.

Restoration Is Near
The bakery is now the subject of a restoration effort by the 

Friends of Fort Ward neighborhood group, in partnership with 
the Bainbridge Island Metro Park District and Kitsap County 
(Fort Ward) Sewer District No. 7, which bought the building in 
2007. The Wenzlau Architects firm is providing design services.

The renovation will correct changes made over the years, 
taking the building back to its original 1910 look and feel. 

Details of the bakery’s architectural features including the 
cupola, brick accents and scrollwork in the eaves.
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Windows bricked over by the Navy will be reopened to their 
full depth, and the elegant, original façade restored. The floor 
will be lowered back to grade, and a tumbledown carport and 
other add-ons removed.

The main hall where the post baker once toiled next to a hot 
oven will be opened up for classes, meetings and youth activities, 
with a kitchen, restrooms and storage adjacent. The Sewer District 
will maintain a small office in the north wing.

The hall will be managed by the Park District, joining Seabold 
and Island Center halls and Camp Yeomalt as local heritage 
buildings under public stewardship.

Vann’s office has endorsed the project, and it is currently ranked 
No. 6 out of 35 sites statewide recommended for support under 
the state’s Heritage Capital Projects Fund.

Fundraising is ongoing, but the project is in the final stages 
of permitting and building renovation is expected to begin later 
this summer – now, thanks to the neighbors, with some original 
fixtures.

The Stettlers have donated the fanlights to the bakery restora-
tion free of charge. As for the double doors, they are handing 
those over as well – although David has asked that Friends of 
Fort Ward get him two doors for his shed in trade.

“I told him that won’t be a problem,” Crist said. “Replace-
ment doors, we can find any day of the week. Original ones, I 
wouldn’t have bet on.”

*   *   *   *   *
200 Years Later, Little-Known Fort Wool 

Still Guards Hampton Roads
        By Robert McCabe, The Virginian-Pilot

       July 15, 2017

The flag at Fort Wool is 38 by 20-feet, but looks 
minuscule from the nearby Hampton Roads

Mike Cobb, a local historian, walks across the rocks to 
Fort Wool. L. Todd Spencer | TThe Virginian-Pilot

Located at the entrance to the Hampton Roads Harbor, Fort 
Wool, originally named Fort Calhoun, was constructed in 1819. 
Along with Fort Monroe, Fort Wool was constructed following 
the War of 1812 to protect Hampton Roads from the British and 
other would-be invaders. Fort Wool is both a state and national 
historic landmark. The fort is accessible by boat, special permis-
sion required to walk along the rocks.

Visitors to Fort Wool take photos along the stone wall, 
located at the entrance to the Hampton Roads Harbor.

L. Todd Spencer | The Virginian-Pilot

Hampton

Early last week, in the sweltering heat, Charlie Ellenbecker 
stepped off the Miss Hampton II cruise boat onto a nearly 
200-year-old island fort next to the Hampton Roads Bridge-
Tunnel.

He was one of 97 passengers about to explore Fort Wool, which 
played a role in the 1862 Battle of the Ironclads and hosted three 
American presidents.

Asked if he knew anything about the fort, Ellenbecker, visiting 
from Germantown, Wis., was matter-of-fact: “Never heard of it.”

Ernie Letendre, a firefighter from New Bedford, Mass., said, 
“I did not know about this prior to coming.” He and his fam-
ily found out about the cruise and the fort from a pamphlet in 
their hotel.

With more than 100,000 vehicles a day crossing the bridge-
tunnel, Ellenbecker and Letendre may have spoken for millions of 
others who have driven by the fort too many times to remember 
and wondered about the odd structure.

The enormous U.S. flag flying above it suggests that it is a very 
American place. And it is. So much history lurks on its roughly 
five acres of granite stone that it’s hard to think of another site 
quite like it anywhere in the country.
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Fort Wool was envisioned as a state-of-the-art coastal fortifica-

tion that would help keep enemies like the British from repeating 
their seemingly at-will naval attacks during the Revolutionary 
War and War of 1812. But it never quite came together.

Known by locals as the “Rip Raps,” because of the way the 
water rippled over Willoughby Shoal, the structure that sits on a 
man-made island was named Fort Calhoun, in honor of a famed 
19th-century South Carolina senator. Later, during the Civil 
War, it was renamed Fort Wool for a long-serving Army officer.

Construction on the island’s foundation began in 1818, and 
the first granite stone was set on Sept. 17, 1826.

President Andrew Jackson loved it there so much he turned it 
into his summer White House, beginning in 1829. He returned 
often during his two terms.

The living was apparently easy – or could be. “Steaks, English 
cheese, turtle soup, veal, ducks, and a gallon of whiskey were 
ordered in” during one 10-day stay, according to American Lion, 
Jon Meacham’s Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of Jackson.

“Newspapers reported Jackson’s relaxing routine, telling readers 
that the president had been ‘inhaling the salubrious ocean breeze, 
and daily taking the salt water bath.’ ”

Fort Wool Draws Curious Visitors
 
In the early 1830s, Lt. Robert E. Lee, then a recent West Point 

graduate, shared the same quarters that Jackson periodically in-
habited at the compound. He oversaw construction on the new 
fort and struggled, like many others, with problems related to 
“subsidence,” or settling.

Following Jackson’s lead, President John Tyler, who assumed 
the office in 1841 after his predecessor, William Henry Harrison, 
died a month after being inaugurated, visited too, savoring the 
seclusion the site offered.

The fort also played a supporting role in the Battle of the 
Ironclads in March 1862, helping to keep the CSS Virginia from 
making a run to the Chesapeake Bay or the open sea.

President Abraham Lincoln showed up a couple of months 
later – in May 1862 – and personally ordered a shelling of the 
Confederate battery at Sewells Point before setting in motion the 
plans for the recapture of Norfolk and Portsmouth and Gosport 
Navy Yard.

Even the Marquis de Lafayette, the French military leader who 
fought for the Continental Army, set foot on the island in 1824.

Stringing together such historical pearls has been a passionate 
avocation for J. Michael Cobb, the former curator of the Hamp-
ton History Museum, ever since he learned of the island fort as 
a young boy in the 1950s, while out on the water.

“We’re off Fort Wool,” Cobb’s cousin Warren, the captain of 
the boat, blurted into the radio.

“And I looked over and in the distance, the near distance, I saw 
this island,” Cobb said. “It was a mysterious but wonderful place.”

His lifelong obsession produced the book “Fort Wool: Star 
Spangled Banner Rising,” published in 2009.

Cobb draws on records at the National Archives, the Virginia 
Historical Society, the Library of Virginia and the Norfolk Public 
Library to lay out the story of a place that began as part of a post-
War of 1812 military strategy to protect the body of water known 
as Hampton Roads, just west of the bridge-tunnel.

The idea was to create companion forts about a mile apart: 
Fort Monroe, on several hundred acres on Old Point Comfort, 
and what would eventually become Fort Wool at the entrance 
to Hampton Roads.

Together, they would be able to create a crossfire that would 
be impassable. It worked, at least in the case of the CSS Virginia, 
which the two forts kept stymied in the port.

Designed to have four levels, including three tiers of casemates, 
the fort was supposed to house 232 artillery pieces wrapping 
around the island.

It became, however, an architectural and financial nightmare 
because it was built on sand that never stopped shifting. The 
casemates cracked. The soft foundation could not support the 
weight of all the granite ferried and placed on top of it, not to 
mention the armaments.

It took decades, however, for the truth to sink in. On Dec. 
23, 1863, a Union commander wrote to U.S. Secretary of War 
Edwin Stanton that the fort “would not be finished during your 
life or mine.”

While the original granite fort structure envisioned in the 
1820s never came to be – eight of the original casemates survived 
– the fort was transformed again to meet the nation’s military 
needs as they arose.

In the early 20th century, in order to modernize the nation’s 
coastal defenses, construction of a more streamlined, single-level 
fortification got under way in 1902 and ended in 1908, resulting 
in five new batteries, four of them facing the Chesapeake Bay 
and the open sea.

When the nation entered World War I in 1917 – the same year 
as the establishment of the Navy’s new base at Sewells Point – the 
fort sprang back to life briefly before returning to back-burner 
status when the conflict ended in 1918.

Just before the start of World War II, there were new concerns 
about the ability of U.S. harbor defenses to respond to enemy 
threats. Among other improvements made during the war were 
the addition of a new battery at Fort Wool, at the island’s eastern 
end, along with the building of a battery fire-control tower that 
is still standing and visible to passing motorists.

At the war’s peak, 160 enlisted men and six officers were sta-
tioned at Fort Wool. Comedian Red Skelton reportedly came to 
the fort to entertain the troops and got seasick while on the boat 
ride there, according to Cobb.

With the end of the war, Fort Wool began a long, slow descent 
into neglect and disrepair.

Cobb cites an Oct. 27, 1949, item in the Norfolk Ledger-
Dispatch to paint the picture: “Waves break on the sharp rocks ... 
There are no guns on the fort, no electric lights and no drinking 
water, but the telephone works. The rocky shores are covered 
with flotsam and weeds grow high in the little bit of dirt ... Fort 
Wool is deader than four o’clock.”

In 1967, the federal government gave the fort back to the com-
monwealth of Virginia. In the 1970s, the state leased it to the city 
of Hampton, which planned a historical park there, according to 
Cobb. That worked for a little while before the fort closed again.

In the mid-1980s, Hampton officials opened it to the public 
as part of its parks system. In the late ’80s, Kevin Valliant, be-
gan working there as a historical interpreter. He guided tourists 
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around the fort and, occasionally, cut the lawn. After taking a 
long break, he’s back.

“It’s not something that gets a lot of attention,” he said of 
the fort.

Terrance McGovern, a McLean-based historian and member 
of the nonprofit Coast Defense Study Group, said it was not 
unusual for seacoast forts to be built on shoals to bring cannon 
fire directly onto the shipping channel, citing examples of such 
forts in Baltimore and Portland, Maine, as well as Copenhagen, 
Denmark, and Portsmouth, England.

Fort Wool, though, had particular challenges, as building a 
stable foundation proved to be impossible, he said.

The fort is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. from 
May through September, but you need a boat to get there or a 
ticket on the Miss Hampton II, which stops there every day but 
Mondays, weather permitting.

One can get there by land only by treading a roughly 100-yard 
jetty of assorted boulders, planks and a steel grate that connects 
with the southern island of the bridge-tunnel. Access is restricted, 
however.

All of that is a little disappointing for Cobb, who is fighting to 
get the fort more state funding in order to preserve and enhance 
it as a historical treasure.

Standing near the top of the fort’s easternmost battery, near a 
World War II gun emplacement and old machine-gun nest, he 
points to the general area where Andrew Jackson constructed 
a “hut.” Jackson loved to seclude himself there, enjoying the 
panoramic view of the Chesapeake Bay leading to the Atlantic.

From this spot, one who may have heard the term “Hampton 
Roads” for years, wondering what it actually refers to, can actually 
see the body of water from which the region gets its identity, the 
place where the bay and the James, Nansemond and Elizabeth 
rivers converge.

“This is one of the best vantage points,” Cobb said. “This is 
the gateway to Hampton Roads.”

To find out more about Miss Hampton II cruises to the fort, 
go to misshamptoncruises.com. 

 
Robert McCabe, Reporter, 757-446-2327, robert.mccabe@

pilotonline.com
Bob McCabe covers the port and waterfront for The Virginian-

Pilot. He’s also worked for newspapers in Massachusetts and 
Florida.

Terry McGovern  ICF 9300 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA  22031 
USA  email:terry.mcgovern@icf.com (703) 934-3661 Office 
(571) 228-4193 Cell

*   *   *   *   *
CDSG Logo Hats, Shirts & Patches

To order your hat, T-shirt or patch, please complete the order 
form below and send it along with your check (made out to 
CDSG, Inc.) to Terry McGovern at 1700 Oak Lane, McLean, 
VA 22101-3326 USA (e-mail: tcmcgovern@att.net).

CDSG hats, T-shirts and patches ordering information
Black T-sirt with white ink:
Size & # ___L ___XL ___2XL ___3XL
Red T-Shirt with white ink: 
Size & # ___L ___XL ___2XL ___3XL
Kacki T-Shirt with black ink: 
Size & # ___L ___XL ___2XL ___3XL
Navy T-shirt with yellow ink: 
Size & # ___L ___XL ___2XL ___3XL
Total Number: ____ times $_____          = Total $_____
             (domestic $18/overseas $26 each)   
Patch: _____ times $_____             = Total $_____
             (domestic $4/overseas $6) each
Hats: ______ times $ _____            = Total $ _____
   (domestic $20/overseas $25) each
Be sure to include your name and shipping address.
   You can also order online at cdsg.org/shopping/

*   *   *   *   *
Fort Howard Update

David Ruebsamen

The September Defenders Day at North Point, Baltimore, saw 
the Friends of Fort Howard and CDSG cooperate to educate 
the public on the fort’s remaining battery structures. The event 
was marred by rain which shortened the event but we did have 
at least 50 visitors stop by the tent. The second reason for the 

event was the rededication of the two rehabbed 4.7 inch guns. 
Veterans groups, the MD National Guard veteran, and politicians 
were present. Elliot Deutsche and David Ruebsamen represented 
CDSG at the event.

A disk of photos and documents assembled for the 2009 
CDSG visit to the Baltimore-Washington annual conference was 
donated to the FoFH. A walk around using the documents to 
illustrate their utility in interpreting the fort was enthusiastically 
received. The detail of the fittings in the various structures that 
they were not aware of was especially appreciated. In turn, the 
friends showed off their research in the archives that unearthed 
photos of the fort under construction and the work gangs in 
use. The friends have an extensive collection of discarded items 
col- lected on the military reservation and adjacent waters. A 
recent find was a barbed wire stake that appeared to be from the 
WW1 era or a little later.

Their signage project discussed previously and supported 
by CDSG members interprets the fort. It has just about been 
completed with two more signs to be put in place as an Eagle 
Scout project.
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*   *   *   *   *
Company of Military Historians

This organization is dedicated to the study and preservation of 
military history in the Americas. Its objectives are to promote and 
advance the research of military history and traditions through 
publications, exhibits, and meetings. Members include anyone 
interested in military history, such as historians, collectors, writers, 
artists, and those involved in living history.

The company publishes the quarterly journal, Military Col-
lectors and Historian, and an ongoing series of color plates— 
“Military Uniforms in America.”

For membership information contact:
 Company of Military Historians
 David M. Sullivan, Administrator
 P.O. Box 910, Rutland, MA 01543-0910
 Phone:508-845-9229
 E-mail: cmhhq@aol.com or Dsulli7875@aol.com
 http://www.military-historians.org.

*   *   *   *   *
The Artilleryman Magazine

The Artilleryman is the only magazine exclusively for artillery 
shooters and collectors. History, unit profiles, events, places to 
visit, book reviews, advertising. It is published quarterly; subscrip-
tions are $18 a year. Free sample copies are available.

 The Artilleryman Magazine
 96 Craig Street, Suite 112-333
 East Ellijay, GA 30540
 Call (706) 940-2673
 email: mail@ArtillerymanMagazine.com
 http://www.ArtillerymanMagazine.com

*   *   *   *   *
Warship International
Steam Back Into History…             

Go to sea with the ships of the world’s navies – the USN’s 
Essex & Independence-class carriers, the Arizona, the Japanese 
I-400 class subs, HMS Vanguard, Czarist Russia’s battleships, 
French cruisers of the 1922 Program. These are subjects of some 
of the articles that have appeared in recent issues of Warship In-
ternational.  These issues  are still  in print and can be obtained 
at special rates for new members.

What ever happened to USS Lexington’s (CV-2) 8” guns?
How much do you know about the cannon of “Old Ironsides”?
Want to learn more about early naval radio experiments?

These questions and many more are answered in each issue of 
theworld’s most unique naval journal – WARSHIP INTERNA-
TIONAL.

A ONE VOLUME SUBSCRIPTION of 4 QUARTERLY IS-
SUES IS ONLY- U.S.A. $34.00, CANADA $37.00, OUTSIDE 
NORTH AMERICA $45.00, we now feature Pay-Pal.

A SAMPLE COPY $3.25, this includes postage & handling.
WARSHIP INTERNATIONAL

Dept. CD
P.O. Box 48

Holden, MA 01520-0048
See us on the World Wide Web: http://www.warship.org

Help Preserve Our Miliary Heritage

Council on America's
Military Past

See our web site for information on publications and activities

www.campjamp.org

*   *   * 
Support the CDSG.ORG Website

The CDSG supports its web site ONLY through donations. 
If you download PDF files from the website, please help the 
CDSG continue to maintain it by donating a shareware fee. The 
suggested fees will be noted next to each PDF document. We 
suggest a minimum donation of $5.00. Thank you for supporting 
the CDSG web site!
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The Coast Defense Study Group Press

This is an all-volunteer operation provided as a service to our members 
and to other interested historians. Credit card orders are accepted on 
the cdsg.org website. For mail orders please send check or money order 
in U.S currency. Please note clearly in your order which items you are 
ordering. All prices include domestic / international shipping costs (US 
Postal Service). Allow at least 8-10 weeks for delivery. 

CDSG 1985-2016 Publications DVD. Text-seachable PDF files of the 
entire set of CDSG News/Journal/Newsletters $55 domestic and foreign 
on a data DVD. An updated copy can be purchased for $10.

CDSG Documents USB $50 domestic and foreign mail. These PDFs 
cover a range of historical documents related to seacoast defenses, most are 
copied from the National Archives. Included are PDFs of annual reports 
of the chief of coast artillery and chief of engineers; various board pro-
ceedings and reports; army directories; text books; tables of organization 
and equipment; WWII command histories; drill, field, training manuals 
and regulations; ordnance department documents; ordnance tables and 
compilations; and ordnance gun and carriage cards.
     Harbor Defense Documents USB $250 domestic and foreign mail. 
These PDF documents form the basis of the conference and special tour 
handouts that have been held at harbor defense locations around the 
U.S. The collection includes RCBs/RCWs; maps; annexes to defense 
projects; CD engineer notebooks; quartermaster building records; and 
aerial photos taken by the signal corps 1920-40, and other items.These 
collections are available as PDFs on a USB drive, the size of the collec-
tion varies from harbor to harbor. Please visit cdsg.org for more details.
   Past meetings include: Manila Bay, PI, 1991; Oahu, Hawaii 1991; 
Canal Zone, Panama 1993; Tampa/Key West 1998; Columbia River 
1999; Chesapeake Bay 2000; Mississippi River 2002; Long Island Sound 
2003; Charleston/Savannah 2004; Portland 2005; San Francisco 2006; 
Boston 2007; Galveston 2008; Baltimore/Washington 2009; Puget Sound 
2010; Wilmington, 2010; Narragansett Bay/New Bedford 2011; Great 
Lakes 2012; Pensacola and Mobile 2013; San Diego/Los Angeles 2014; 
Delaware River 2015; Portsmouth-North Boston, 2016: New York 2018.

    CSDG Press Books ($ domestic / $ international)
Notes on Seacoast Fortification Construction, by Col. Eben E. Winslow (GPO, 

1920), hard cover reprint, with 29 plates included in a separate paperback.                                        
Both items: $35 / $45

Seacoast Artillery Weapons (Army Technical Manual 4-210, 13 Oct. 1944),
 hard cover reprint. $25 / $35
The Service of Coast Artillery, by F. Hines and F.W. Ward (1910), 
 hardcover reprint $40 / $60
Permanent Fortifications and Sea-Coast Defenses, Congressional Report No. 62, 

U.S. House of Rep. (1862), hardcover reprint $30 / $45
American Seacoast Matériel, Ordnance Dept. Doc. #2042, (1922), 
 Hardcover reprint $45 / $65
The Endicott and Taft Reports, reprint of original reports of 1886, 1905, 1915, 
 hardcover, with plates included in a separate paperback $45/ $80
Artillerists and Engineers, the Beginnings of American Seacoast Fortications, 

1794-1815, by Arthur P. Wade (2010) $25/ $40
American Seacoast Defenses: A Reference Guide, Third Edition 
 edited by Mark Berhow (2015), hardcover $45 / $80
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The CDSG Newsletter is published quarterly by the Coast Defense 
Study Group, Inc. along with the Coast Defense Journal. Submissions for 
the newsletter should be sent to the editor or publisher below.

Submission deadlines are the first of the month in February, May, 
August, and November of each calender year. All rights are reserved. 
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Chairman of the Board of Directors.

CDSG Publications
PO Box 6124, Peoria, IL 61601

berhowma@cdsg.org

The CDSG is a non-profit corporation formed to promote the study 
of coast defenses and fortifications, their history, architecture,  technol-
ogy, and strategic  and  tactical employment. The purposes of the group 
include educational research and documentation, preservation of historic 
sites, site interpretation, and assistance to other organizations interested 
in the preservation and interpretation of coast defense sites. Membership 
in the CDSG is open to any person interested in the study of the coast 
defenses and fortifications of the United States. 

Annual dues for 2017 are $40 domestic, $55 for Canada, and $90 for 
international. Join online at cdsg.org.

Checks payable to: The Coast Defense Study Group, Inc. (CDSG)
Send to: Quentin Schillare, Membership Chairman

24624 W. 96th Street, Lenexa, KS 66227-7285
membership@cdsg.org

2017-2018 Board of Directors of the CDSG
Alex Hall

Tom Batha (Chair)
Danny Malone

CDSG Publications
Bolling W. Smith,  Journal Editor

Mark Berhow, Publisher
CDSG Press & ePress
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